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Aperture Cinema will showcase independent, foreign and art-house films in two 80-seat movie theaters in the Chatham 
Building at 311 W. Fourth St., Lawren Desai, the movie theater's majority owner, said yesterday.  
 
The theater will focus on award-winning films. The majority of them will be first-run films.  
 
Aperture will share 8,000 square feet of space with the RiverRun International Film Festival, which plans to operate its 
new year-round headquarters in the Chatham Building. They join two other arts groups in the building: The Arts Council of 
Winston-Salem and Forsyth County, and Associated Artists.  
 
Desai said that the movie theater will screen RiverRun movies throughout the year and will be a featured venue during the 
festival. She said she decided to open the theater because she loves films and downtown Winston-Salem, and because a 
lot of films bypass Winston-Salem and instead go to Greensboro and Charlotte.  
 
"This is a big part of downtown that was missing," she said.  
 
For her, Aperture will be an alternative destination for moviegoers interested in films that are not currently offered in the 
bigger multiplexes. She also wants to provide a theater for students and graduates of UNC School of the Arts to view 
different films and to showcase their own.  
 
Demolition has started in the vacant space that previously housed Cavanaugh & Associates, an engineering consulting 
company that moved to North Trade Street. The project is expected to cost about $500,000.  
 
Aperture, which is expected to open in January, will show movies five nights a week and offer weekend matinees. It will 
feature local beers, Yadkin Valley wines, popcorn, soft drinks and candy.  
 
Desai, a native of Winston-Salem, is also Aperture's general manager and curator. She has more than 10 years of 
experience in business, including finance, marketing and film. She has worked in Los Angeles for several studio-
production companies, including Warner Brothers and Sony Pictures, and as an assistant art director on a handful of small 
independent films, shorts and music videos.  
 
She also spent some time learning about the local film industry while working for Dale Pollock during his tenure as dean of 
the School of Filmmaking at UNCSA.  
 
Downtown arts and advocacy leaders said they are pleased with news of the theater.  
 
Jason Thiel, the president of the Downtown Winston-Salem Partnership, said that a venue such as Aperture is long 
overdue and will add to the activity along Fourth Street.  
 
"We've wanted to have more entertainment venues to complement the Stevens Center, and this is going to be a big 
addition," Thiel said.  
 
He said he sees the theater as a wonderful opportunity to bring some independent movies to the city and provide River-
Run with new headquarters.  
 
"It's very exciting," he said. "It gives people that doubleheader for the evening, to come downtown and do something in 
addition to just having dinner. So it provides an attraction for people to come downtown in the first place."  
 
Milton Rhodes, the president and chief executive of the arts council, said that the addition of the two Aperture movie 
theaters will give downtown seven theater, performing and assembly venues, including Hanesbrands Theatre, now under 
construction.  
 
"It's a terrific addition to the theater district that we are creating with the Stevens Center and three different performing 
spaces in the new Downtown Arts Center," he said. "It's a complementary kind of activity," he said, that will attract 
everyone from young people to senior citizens.  


